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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide the binarizing device suitable for 
binarizing an image on the surface of, specially, a postal matter in 
documents. 

SOLUTION: For a gradation image obtained by scanning an image, a 
maximum value filter 301 is set to the periphery of a pixel of interest and 
moved in synchronism with the scan on the image to detect as a 
background value the output of the maximum value filter corresponding to 
the pixel of interest- A threshold tables 302 consisting of the background 
value and the threshold corresponding to the background value is provided 
and the threshold is obtained while referring to the threshold table 302 by 
the background value corresponding to the pixel interest; and the value of 
the pixel of interest is compared (303) with the obtained threshold to 
binarize the value of the pixel of interest. 
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